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that exceeded that of a contemporary pros-
pect—Mickey Mantle—that was later the sub-
ject of joking between the two men. 

Shortly after beginning to play for the Class 
D Brunswick Pirates in Georgia, the young fu-
ture Governor Cuomo was struck in the head 
by a fastball, forcing his retirement from base-
ball. He then returned to St. John’s University, 
graduating in 1953. There he met his wife, a 
fellow student, Matilda Raffa Cuomo. Together 
they had five children: Andrew Cuomo, the 
current Governor of New York, Dr. Margaret I. 
Cuomo, Maria Cuomo Cole, Madeline Cuomo 
O’Donohue and Christopher Cuomo, a jour-
nalist at CNN; and fourteen grandchildren. 

Upon graduation, Cuomo enrolled in St. 
John’s Law School on scholarship, where he 
graduated at the top of his class. Cuomo ex-
perienced success in his law career early on, 
often fighting on behalf of many blue-collar 
and middle class families like his own. 

His success did not go unnoticed, and in 
1974 he was the Democratic Party’s choice for 
Lieutenant Governor of New York. Although 
he lost the primary election, newly elected 
Governor Hugh Carey named him New York’s 
Secretary of State. In 1978, Governor Carey 
asked Cuomo to be his running mate as Lieu-
tenant Governor, and the pair won the election 
handily. 

In 1982, when Carey did not run for re-elec-
tion, Cuomo sought and won the office of 
Governor of New York. In his inaugural 
speech, Cuomo called on the state govern-
ment to be ‘‘a positive source for good,’’ es-
pousing an energetic optimism and true belief 
in government. An elegant spokesman for lib-
eral politics, his keynote address at the 1984 
Democratic National Convention is widely re-
garded as one of the finest political speeches 
of our time. 

Gov. Cuomo served proudly as New York’s 
52nd Governor for three terms, leading the 
state with a philosophy of ‘‘progressive prag-
matism’’ that resulted in fiscal and ethics re-
forms for the state, and a broader economic 
reach for the state in the global marketplace. 
At his lead, New York became renowned for 
passing more ‘‘first in the nation’’ types of leg-
islation than any other state. From automobile 
safety to education reforms to public safety, 
Mario Cuomo’s leadership, more than anyone 
else’s, succeeded in ensuring New York’s 
rightful place at the Empire State. 

On a personal level, I was always an ad-
mirer of Governor Mario Cuomo, from his first 
election right up until his unfortunate passing. 
Shortly after my initial election to Congress in 
2004, I made an appointment to meet with 
Gov. Cuomo at his New York law office. 
Scheduled as I was for a brief meeting, I was 
surprised to spend nearly two hours in the 
Governor’s office, absorbing his advice and 
hearing of his many experiences in govern-
ment and private life. To this day, to gain in-
spiration and to learn more about how to say 
what is on my mind, I consult many of Gov. 
Cuomo’s writings. His voice still teaches and 
his message still resonates all these many 
years later. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor the life of Governor 
Mario Cuomo. I ask that my colleagues join 
me in expressing our deepest condolences to 
the Cuomo family, and our most sincere grati-
tude for his dedication to creating a better 
state and nation. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 3, I missed the vote yesterday. I was un-
avoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PAUL TONKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 7, 
I was absent while attending the funeral of 
Governor Mario M. Cuomo in New York. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING MR. JEREMY M. JA-
COBS FOR HIS OUTSTANDING 
BUSINESS AND PHILANTHROPIC 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Mr. Jeremy M. Jacobs, 
an outstanding businessman and philan-
thropist from East Aurora, New York. Mr. Ja-
cobs will step aside as CEO of Delaware 
North, a global food service and hospitality 
company headquartered in Buffalo, New York, 
where he has worked since 1968. 

Mr. Jacobs took over what was then called 
Sportservice, at the age of 28, after the death 
of his father who helped start the company in 
1915. During his time as CEO, Mr. Jacobs 
transformed the company from selling popcorn 
at local movie theaters into a business with 
over $3 billion in annual revenue. Delaware 
North currently ranks number 169th on the 
Forbes list of largest privately held companies 
in the United States. 

Mr. Jacobs is also recognized by Forbes for 
his philanthropic endeavors working with the 
United Way, the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
America, and is an active member of the Jere-
miah Milbank Society. In 2008, he generously 
donated $10 million to the University at Buffalo 
associated with the Gates Vascular Institute to 
support research on the causes, treatment, 
and prevention of heart and vascular dis-
eases. 

Mr. Jacobs’ contributions to Western New 
York have had an everlasting impact on the 
region and I look forward to seeing what en-
deavors Mr. Jacobs undertakes next. 

RECOGNIZING HARRY C. 
MCLAUGHLIN ON HIS NINETY- 
FIFTH BIRTHDAY 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life and accomplishments of 
Harry C. McLaughlin, a distinguished member 
of the Western New York community, on his 
ninety-fifth birthday. 

Mr. McLaughlin was born in Salamanca, 
New York on December 31st, 1919. After 
marrying his beloved wife Marjorie, he enlisted 
in the United States Armed Services. 

A member of the 17th Airborne Division, he 
served as a Cook, a Motor Sergeant, and a 
Sergeant Major. His position as a Motor Ser-
geant was especially notable; in charge of a 
Motor Pool containing one hundred fifty-four 
assorted vehicles, Mr. McLaughlin personally 
performed difficult repairs such as engine 
overhauls, transmissions, transfer cases, dif-
ferentials, relined brakes, and aligned wheels. 
His respectable service and loyalty to the mili-
tary earned him a certificate of thanks from 
President Harry S. Truman, citing his ‘‘heartfelt 
thanks’’ for McLaughlin’s ‘‘fortitude, resource-
fulness and calm judgment.’’ 

Unfortunately his wife Marjorie passed away 
at a young age due to an illness. In 1960, Mr. 
McLaughlin married Mary, moved to Eden, 
New York and adopted eight children: James 
J., James H., Dan, Harry Jr., Debby, Judith, 
Maria, and Michael. Four were Mary’s, while 
the other four were foster children. For over 
twenty-five years, the couple continued to take 
in and raise foster children. This honorable en-
deavor provided emotional and physical safe-
ty, as well as a loving, stable home for many 
children in need. 

Mr. McLaughlin joined the East Eden Fire 
Department until his retirement in 1981 and 
practiced carpentry. He was also an active 
member of the American Legion Post 880 in 
Eden. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rise 
today to celebrate the life and numerous ac-
complishments of Harry C. McLaughlin. I ask 
you to join me in wishing Mr. McLaughlin a 
very happy birthday and congratulate him for 
reaching such an exciting milestone. 

f 

HONORING SPRING AVENUE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL FOR BEING 
NAMED A NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Spring Avenue Elementary 
School for receiving the prestigious 2014 U.S. 
Department of Education National Blue Ribbon 
School Award. 

In 1982, The Department of Education es-
tablished the National Blue Ribbon Schools 
Program to recognize public and private 
schools boasting high or significantly improved 
achievement. The program’s goal is to identify 
aspects of thriving American schools in order 
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to replicate their success. I am proud that 
Spring Avenue Elementary School in La 
Grange has been honored as one of those ex-
ceptional schools. 

Led by Principal Elizabeth Webb Peterman, 
the mission of Spring Avenue School is to em-
power students to pursue their interests and 
dreams. The teachers support and nurture the 
students while they work to empower these 
talented students to achieve their highest po-
tential in every area. Each student at Spring 
Avenue School feels that they are a valued 
member of the school community and will be 
prepared for their future academic and career 
success. With the help of the community, the 
faculty and staff work to create a positive dif-
ference for each student. 

The key to Spring Avenue School’s success 
is their goal-based school improvement plan. 
Their professional development is focused 
around how to help each and every child ad-
vance at the expected rate of improvement 
and beyond. Together with the community, the 
faculty is helping create a safe, advanced 
learning environment. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Spring Avenue Elementary 
School for this significant achievement and 
congratulating the staff, parents, students, and 
community. 

f 

HONORING SHARON JOSEPHSON 
ON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the dedicated service of my long 
time district staff assistant, Sharon Josephson. 

After 24 years of service to me and the con-
stituents of Minnesota’s Seventh District, Shar-
on retired at the end of the 113th Congress. 

Sharon began working for me when I was 
elected to Congress in 1990, and very ably 
served the people of Minnesota’s Seventh Dis-
trict, handling nearly every issue and concern 
that our office faced. Over the years, Sharon 
drove countless miles through a geographi-
cally large and rural district to help constitu-
ents, communities and businesses navigate 
federal issues. 

In the wake of severe flooding events, Shar-
on worked with community leaders throughout 
the Red River Valley as they dealt with the 
challenges of clean up, recovery and mitiga-
tion of future events. She was a steady pres-
ence at meetings of watershed districts, the 
Red River Basin Commission, the Fargo/Moor-
head Diversion, the Red River Retention Au-
thority and many others. 

As a former educator, Sharon enjoyed 
speaking to classrooms around the district 
about the workings of Congress and the polit-
ical process. She also coordinated the Military 
Academy nominations process, helping many 
high school students achieve their dreams of 
attending places like West Point, the Air Force 
Academy, and the Naval Academy. 

Sharon was a trusted advisor that I called 
on for advice on a regular basis. It will be dif-
ficult to see her leave and she will be missed 
by so many. 

After many years of dedicated public serv-
ice, Sharon will now be able to enjoy more 

time with her husband Roger, children Sarah, 
Dan, and Martha, granddaughter Sophia, and 
another grandchild who will be born later this 
month. 

So again, Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recog-
nize Sharon’s service to the House of Rep-
resentatives and her dedication to Minnesota’s 
Seventh District. I wish her all the best in her 
retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PAUL TONKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 1 
I was absent while attending the funeral of 
Governor Mario M. Cuomo in New York. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘present.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LEON 
HARE, SR. 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Leon Hare, Sr., 
who recently passed away at the age of 92. 

A distinguished World War II veteran, Mr. 
Hare was born in Buffalo, New York to William 
and Lillie Hare on January 10, 1923. In his 
youth, he was an accomplished basketball 
player during his time as a student at Hutch-
inson Central High School. 

In 1942, Mr. Hare was drafted into the 
United States Army, serving with distinction in 
Italy and Germany. He later returned to the 
U.S. and married Margaret Eileen Sealy, and 
began a career as a steelworker. He and Mar-
garet had three children, Frances, L. Nathan, 
and Lorna. 

Mr. Hare was an avid bowler as well. He 
worked at Ellicott Lanes, managing and ad-
ministering the business, and becoming a fa-
ther figure to thousands of young men and 
women, teaching and mentoring them not just 
in bowling, but also in life. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me to 
take the time to honor the life of Leon Hare, 
Sr., and I ask that my colleagues join me in 
offering our deepest condolences to the Hare 
family. 

f 

HONORING JUDGE STELLA 
HARTMAN SAXON 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the exceptional career of Judge Stella 
Hartman Saxon of Karnes City, Texas. 

Judge Saxon was born in 1948 in El Paso, 
Texas, to parents Pete and Helen Hartman. 
The eldest of six children, she graduated from 
the University of Texas with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Government, and subsequently 
earned her law degree from the University of 
Houston. 

Prior to becoming the 218th Judicial District 
Judge, Stella Hartman Saxon worked as an 
Assistant District Attorney. During that time, 
she was selected as the Aerl Jernigan Law 
Enforcement Officer of the Year for her suc-
cessful prosecution of cases from a large un-
dercover operation. Judge Saxon was first 
elected as District Judge in 1990, and has 
served admirably for over two decades, boldly 
advocating for the citizens and employees of 
Atascosa, Frio, Karnes, LaSalle and Wilson 
Counties. Throughout her career, she has 
been a shining example of kindness and fair-
ness and an ever-present role model to those 
around her. 

In addition to her exemplary career, Judge 
Saxon is a committed wife, mother, grand-
mother, Girl Scout leader, and breast cancer 
survivor. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize Judge Stella Hartman 
Saxon. Her dedication to the citizens of Texas 
has truly made her community a better place 
to live and work. 

f 

HONORING SEVENTH AVENUE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL FOR BEING 
NAMED A NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Seventh Avenue Elementary 
School for receiving the prestigious 2014 U.S. 
Department of Education National Blue Ribbon 
School Award. 

In 1982, The Department of Education es-
tablished the National Blue Ribbon Schools 
Program to recognize public and private 
schools boasting high or significantly improved 
achievement. The program’s goal is to identify 
aspects of thriving American schools in order 
to replicate their success. I am proud that 
Seventh Avenue Elementary School in La 
Grange has been honored as one of those ex-
ceptional schools. 

Principal Erin Hall is committed to ensuring 
success for her students. This begins at the 
start of the school year with fall tours of the 
school which give students and parents the 
opportunity to meet their new teachers. Stu-
dents and teachers develop a mutual respect 
for one another which continues to develop 
until the 6th Grade Farewell event in which the 
community comes together to celebrate the 
year at an all-school picnic with families in the 
park. These and other events, such as service 
learning opportunities during the first few 
months of school, bring together students 
across all grades and backgrounds. 

At Seventh Avenue School teachers are en-
couraged to use individual student data to cre-
ate instructional groups in reading and math 
so that each student’s needs are met. Stu-
dents are pushed to think critically and over-
come academic challenges through problem 
solving. Parents are thanked for their support 
and presence and encouraged to participate in 
assemblies, classroom presentations, and par-
ent conferences. Ms. Hall recognizes that the 
Blue Ribbon award is due to the successes of 
the staff, students, and parents and would not 
be possible without any of them. 
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